
WHAT TO DO AFTER YOU HAVE 
PICKED A TOPIC FOR YOUR PAPER?

HIST – 109 Making of the Contemporary World



PROPOSED TOPIC: THE ISLAMIC 
REVOLUTION OF 1979 AND ITS IMPACT ON 

US-IRAN RELATIONS

Goal : Explain an event or issue from the news from the issue in historical 
context 



STEP 1: 
ESTABLISH 
A TIMELINE

When looking to learn more about a country or a 
region over a period, look for timelines created 
by reputable news providers.

To identify a turning point, refer back to general themes: 
continuity, contingency, change.

Example: This timeline of U.S. - Iran Relations from PBS
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/a-timeline-of-u-s-iran-relations

-------------------------------------

This paper will distinguish between two periods:

1. US-Iran Relations, 1953-1979
2. US-Iran Relations, 1979 – present day

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/a-timeline-of-u-s-iran-relations


STEP 2: 
DEFINE THE 
SCOPE OF 
RESEARCH 
QUESTION 

The scope of a study explains the extent to which the 
research area will be explored in the work and specifies 
the variables of interest

We have already established that we want to explore the impact of 
the Islamic Revolution on US-Iran relations.

Next, we should further narrow the scope of our study by 
distinguishing a variable of interest –

Possible Variables:
1. Cultural Relations
2. Economic Relations
3. Military Relations



STEP 3:
IDENTIFY 
CREDIBLE
SOURCES

The Proposal should include a well-developed 
references section

*We highly recommend using resources from our library

Sources:
1. Contemporary World History,  Pages 314-316; 321-322

- Islamic Revolution
- Return to Traditional Islam

2. ANDERSON, SCOTT R. “The Rules of the Game: International 
Law and Iranian-American Relations.” In The Iranian Revolution   
at Forty, edited by SUZANNE MALONEY, 103–14. Brookings 
Institution Press, 2020. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7864/j.ctvkrkk1k.16.

3. Nunan, Timothy. ""Neither East Nor West," Neither Liberal Nor 
liberal? Iranian Islamist Internationalism in the 1980s." Journal 
of World History 31, no. 1 (2020): 43-
77. doi:10.1353/jwh.2020.0002.

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.7864/j.ctvkrkk1k.16?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=%28iranian+revolution+relation+america%29&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoAdvancedSearch%3Fgroup%3Dtest%26q0%3Diranian%2Brevolution%2Brelation%2Bamerica%26q1%3D%26q2%3D%26q3%3D%26q4%3D%26q5%3D%26q6%3D%26sd%3D%26ed%3D%26pt%3D%26isbn%3D%26f0%3Dall%26c1%3DAND%26f1%3Dall%26c2%3DAND%26f2%3Dall%26c3%3DAND%26f3%3Dall%26c4%3DAND%26f4%3Dall%26c5%3DAND%26f5%3Dall%26c6%3DAND%26f6%3Dall%26acc%3Don%26la%3D%26so%3Drel&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_search_gsv2%2Fcontrol&refreqid=fastly-default%3A94a73021cb518d522b29ba7a9b6f27c3&seq=1
http://doi.org/10.1353/jwh.2020.0002

